Malgorzata Brozyna®

Report on the International Conference
“The Stockholm 2011 Metaphor Festival”,
Stockholm 8-10 September 2011

In September, the Department of English at Stogkhblniversity
once again organised the annual international cenfe named “The
Metaphor Festival’. This started as internal departtal seminars on the
character and occurrence of metaphors, but hasnghotw an international
symposium on figurative language.

The almost 100 participants from all over the werldordan, Russia,
Sweden, Serbia, the United Kingdom, Poland, Gepig§ain, the United
States, Brazil, Canada, Italy, Japan, Ukraine, Dskm Austria, Iran,
Germany, France, Oman, Finland, Romania, CrodteaNetherlands — were
hosted at Stockholm University. Before the fouratlal sessions of the
festival started, the participants were welcomedatipoard of notable hosts:
Christina Alm-Arvius (the chair of the Organisingo@mittee for the
Stockholm Metaphor FestivaAssociate Professor of English linguistics at
Stockholm University), Nils-Lennart Johannessenof@gsor of English
linguistics at Stockholm University) and David Mgtu (Foreign Lecturer at
Stockholm University). The welcoming board expresseeir pleasure at
having the opportunity to meet and exchange ideasexperiences. They
were glad that so many participants had been ablattend. Next, they
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provided the participants with the details of testival programme. They
also gave instructions concerning the social eveaking place as a part of
the conference.

After the welcoming speech, Professor Ronald W.gaaker from
the University of California, San Diego gave histige onMetaphors in
Linguistics Thought and Theorkle introduced his topic with the statement
that metaphor is a dangerous phenomenon whichnggige at all levels of
the linguistic enterprise. It is obvious that métapis a source of insight and
creativity. However, we may argue that it is als@appropriate in some
respects that can lead to spurious questions, parae confusion,
misconception of the target and pointless argumerasgacker proved his
assertion by giving the following examples from tlegicon: themodular
view of linguistic organisation (lexicon is a modyl the container/content
view of lexical items and their meanings; andleéwvorkmodel of polysemy
(vs. thefield model). To make his point clearer, he presentexl éxtended
case studies. The first one (“Boxes and Clouds/dlved the comparison of
the networkandexemplarmodels of categorisation with special reference to
the nature and status s€themasThe second case (“Buildings and Rivers”)
concerned the interplay of hierarchical and sesrglanisation in linguistic
structure. Langacker finished his lecture with ttwacluding remarks that
metaphor is pervasive and unavoidable, but ngp@ierful. To some extent
people control metaphor instead of being controtigdt. With patience and
vigilance we can gradually sort things out. Funthere, alternative
metaphors make it easier to distinguish the tafgwh its metaphorical
construal.

After Langacker’'s speech and a short coffee brbeakpresentations
took place in three or four sessions. Each slot waited to 30 minutes for
the presentation and answering questions from ltha. fEnglish was the
working language.

The presentations constituting the festival commesied to the following
areas of research: Methodological Problems in Asalyf Metaphors;
Metaphors in Language; Metaphors in Literature; @gbbrs in Different
Types of Discourse. Additionally, a workshop on amgtmy was organised
on Saturday (10 September).

1. Methodological Problems in Analysis of Metaphors

Discussion in this particular area of research reeinbn different
methods that can be applied to the study of metaphif Magnusson (Lulea
University of Technology, Sweden) showed the Ilitntas of Mark
Johnson’s definition of the BALANCE image schemaggesting that
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BALANCE should be seen as a conceptual phenomenainas a purely
physical one. Next, Gudrun Reijnierse (VU Univershmsterdam, the
Netherlands) presented some consequences of usengictionary (and not
another) for metaphor identification. Veronika Kall(Lancaster University,
UK) investigated the links between metaphor andrdiscursivity, exploring
how metaphor has contributed to discursive andusxhybridity across
genres and time.

Mihailo Antovi¢ (University of NiS, Serbia) proposed a new
theoretical approach to a common problem in thdystf music cognition,
that is the utilisation of the four-space ConceptBEnding model with
a reinforced role for the generic space.

Mayya Choban (National Academy of Security SenaédJkraine)
mentioned the transfer schema of the force-dynanodd to categorise
metaphorical transfer in three-participant situagiowith two animate
participants.

2. Metaphors in Language

Presentations examining metaphors that are founthnguage as
a system were also an important part of the conéereMarlene Johansson
Falck (Ume& University, Sweden) put the followingiegtions in her
presentationWhy do things “at the last minute”? How variation the level
of conceptual metaphor influences the usage patefiienglish and Swedish
prepositions Yulia Mukhina (Saratov State University, Russiaierpreted
expressions with semantic idiomaticity which took the opposite meaning
and which were used in texts ironically. The semngashift in Russian
adjectives and adverbs was the major subject ofaranin Olga Karpova’'s
(Russian State University of Humanities) paper.

The strategy of “reversal” of the literal meaniniglexical words or
the “misuse” of grammatical gender was the maiargdt of Iwona Kraska-
Szlenk’s (University of Warsaw, Poland) paper. Tlase of irony absorbed
Alan Bailin (Hofstra University, New York, USA), vehclaimed that ironic
interpretation crucially depended on typical or motative characteristics.
Abdullah Albarakat (Yarmouk University, Irbid, J@m) raised the problem
of racism that can be observed in the usage ofizmye

There were several presentations that dealt with redationship
between language and culture. For example, Moham#waih Sorahi
(Islamic Azad University, Abadeh, Iran) studied the of colour terms in
Persian and English. Nino Daraselia (lvane Javakilis Thilisi State
University, Georgia) analysed metaphors of silandénglish, Georgian and
Russian. Two presenters from Higher School of Eodos & Perm State
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University (Russia), Tatyana M. Permyakova and I&mat Yu. Zhdanova,
studied the metaphoric representation of intercaltacommunication on the
basis of the English and Russian languages. AnasilafPerez (University
of Murcia, Spain) analysed a bilingual Spanish-GaermPhraseological
Corpus, focusing on metaphors that covered conadeptdving offensive
speech.

Narges Ghandchi (University of Copenhagen) had gyegpa poster
that presented the results of cross-linguistic ystoidconceptual metaphors:
fluids, family, anger, and honour.

By analysing modern and traditional metaphors @ir fen English
Izabela Dixon (University of Gaak, Poland) showed in her presentation
how fear blended with other abstract ideas. Expyassof time in sign
language were examined by Michiko Kaneko and Ra&héton-Spence
(University of Bristol, UK).

A separate group of presentations was constitutedpdpers that
discussed metaphors in second language acquisiManianna Bolognesi
(University of Torino, Italy) analysed motion verlased metaphorically in
both the first and second language. Zahra Fotowaamd Shekoofeh
Hajialikhani (Najafabad Branch, Islamic Azad Unssigy, Iran) investigated
English idioms in L1 and L2. Laure Huber (Univeysltumiéeres Lyon 2,
France) studied children’s comprehension of bo#dative and conventional
metaphors.

3. Metaphors in Literature

An important part of the conference constitutedsprgations that
demonstrated the results of analysis of metaphofderature. The keynote
lecturer — David Punter (University of Bristol, UK)delivered a speech on
Metaphors, Ghosts and the Uncanoliming that metaphor is an influential
phenomenon. It resides or even originates in tleel ne describe something
to a person who is not there. The constitutive ablabsence links metaphor
with ghosts and the uncanny. The discussion figiskigh comments on the
double function of metaphor, which is a string bstw revivifying of dead
language and the potential for succumbing to thetaal familiar, to the
stereotype.

The majority of presentations examined the appiitgiof different
methods, including cognitive ones, for studyingifigs of speech in literature
and poetry. Thomas Eder (University of Vienna) préed the results of the
application of cognitive linguistics and relevartbeory to the analysis of
poetry. Marjaana Svala (University of Helsinki, Find) investigated
extended cognitive metaphors in Torgny LindgreRlsmmelhonungand
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Pdlsan.Natalia Bagdavadze (lvane Javakhishvili Thilisi iBsity, Georgia)
exemplified conceptual metaphors in Thomas Hardysel Tess of the
D’Urbervilles. Gerson Mgaya (University of Eastern Finland) exsedithe
functions of rhetorical devices in 1 Corinthians 4214. The category of
writer was the main issue of the presentations niagePhilip Eubanks
(Northern lllinois University, USA) and Alina Kwikbwska (University of
t6édz, Poland). Silvia Canuti (University of Salento, cce, Italy)
concentrated on the expression of faith and freedonthe first two
collections of poems by Bing Xin. Perception, métax coherence and
modal worlds in Dylan Thomasdnder Milk Woodwere the main subjects
of Anne Paivarinta’s (University of Tampere, Finddnspeech. Two
presenters, Annika Bergstrom (Gotland Universitywe8en) and Misuzu
Shimotori (Umed University, Sweden), investigatechvienmental
descriptions illustrating people’s emotions in Sisadand Japanese crime
novels. The issue of emotions was also an areaswarch performed by
Cristébal Pagan Canovas (University of Murcia, 8paiwho applied
blending theory to study recurrent conceptual pastdn poetic imagery
conceptualising emotions. The concept of theattjcalf the elusive figure
was introduced by Marie-Pier Beaulieu (Universitly Montreal, Canada)
who examined Bernard-Marie Koltés’ plajhe Night Just Before The
Forests. Hedda Friberg-Harnesk (Mid-Sweden University, Héand)
examined a few examples of metaphoric languageoim Banville’s The
Infinities, focusing specifically on similes that highlight theid boundaries
between human, animal and mythically divine forfbree dimensions of
metaphor — textual, verbal and visual iconic — weaesed by Manana
Rusieshvili and Rusudan Dolidze (Thilisi State Umsity, Georgia), who
studiedThe Hooddy Harry Grey, the script and the resultant film3srgio
Leone,Once Upon a Time in AmericMetaphor is a stylistic device which
can be used to create an image in a novel — susttiveastatement made by
Mathilde Savard-Corbeil (University of Montreal, i@ala) who examined
The Body Artistoy Don DelLillo. Andrew Cooper (Stockholm University
Sweden) discussetthe tradition in the study dBeowulfwhich has always
held the competition between Beowulf and Breca, ctvhdescribed in
a conversation between Beowulf and Unferth (506y5&&s in swimming,
although the word which is translated as “swim” hhs literal meaning
“row”. Hisham A. Jawad (English Department, Sul@aboos University,
Oman) tried to explore the thematic and symboli¢ihod sound/voice in the
autobiography of the Egyptian writer Taha Hussain.

Tomonori Okubo (Kansai University, Japan) appliée tinguistic
polyphony theory to studied litotes seen as a kinahitigated irony.

The poster prepared by Malgorzata Zafrgka-Janas (Adam
Mickiewicz University, Pozn@ Poland) dealt with the same area of research
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connecting metaphor and literature. The title w&® Poets Prefer
Conventional Forms of Synesthetic Metaphors? Nwemaly vs. literary
synesthetic metaphors in English and Polish.

4. Metaphors in Different Types of Discourse

The presentations in this section dealt with metaphl expressions
that can be identified in different types of dists®i Tatiana Aleksandrova
(Saratov State University, Russia) discussed thepherical extensions of
the conceptual domain BUSINESS LIFE in Russian &mglish media
discourse. Baramee Kheovichai (University of Birgham, UK) then spoke
about few words on metaphorical narratives in theealirse of business
sciences. Joanna Chwesiuk (Warsaw University, [Eplaimvestigated
metaphorical expressions in speech on BBC Radiazé&f@ Chojnowska
(University of Gdask, Poland) shared her findings and reflectionsttan
usage of metaphors in Jeremy Clarkson’s prograriim@e Gearand his
articles published iThe Sunday Times.

Film discourse was the subject of AnngcBkowska's (Kazimierz
Wielki University, Bydgoszcz, Poland) presentati®&me put the main focus
on the interaction between words and gestures enntataphorical level,
introducing multimodal metaphor.

There were a few presentations on metaphors inigadlidiscourse,
such asThe Image Component of Metaphor Semantics: IdienmRussian
political discourseby Dmitrij Dobrovol’'skij (Russian Academy of Sciegs,
Russia) and Ludmila Poppel (Stockholm Universitywe8ien); War
Metaphors and Disease Metaphors in English anddhagtiolitical discourse
by Matgorzata Brayna (Jagiellonian University, Krakow, Poland);Matter
of Life and Death, or How the Tunisian RevolutioasWConceptualised in
the Pressy Soumaya Ladhari (University of Paris-Dideroti®ar, France).
Caixia Dong (University of Copenhagen, Denmark) anermine Penz
(University of Graz, Austria) analysed metaphors kay speeches of
President Barack Obama and President Hu JintaoaBlegrea (College of
Communication and Public Relations, Bucharest, Roa)amphasised one
element of political discourse that she found edéng: name shortenings
and colloquial appellatives as irony and humouragckrs.

Stefanie  Vogelbacher (Ruprecht-Karls-Universitat iddterg)
studied board discourse and talked about the prignianctions of
metaphors as a sociocultural phenomenon.

Two papers focused on the function of metaphorsagademic
discourse. Kenneth Kristjan Bondesson (Kanda Usityerof International
Studies, Japan) pointed to metaphors that “we Biyein internationalising

228



Report on “The Stockholm 2011 Metaphor Festival’...

Japanese higher education. Raffaella Negretti kBtmm University,
Sweden) underlined the prominent role metaphorse hav academic
communication, and tried to find out how L2 studemtf English for
Academic Purposes responded to the metaphoricajudaye used in
published academic texts.

Paulina Rejniewicz (University of Gdsk, Poland) analysed the
language used in describing classical string mpigices, discussing musical
interpretation, or writing music reviews. Aneta @ewska (Warsaw
University, Poland) dealt with the phenomenon ohesthesia in the
interpretation of postimpressionist paintings.

The relationship between metaphor and photograghyliféerent
levels and in different contexts was the main mderof Juanita Bagés’
(Universidad Complutense de Madrid, Spain) paper.

5. Workshop on Metonymy

Antonio Barcelona, Olga Blanco and Maria Isabel rdedez
Gomariz (University of Cordoba, Spain) organised #orkshopTopics in
Metonymy which was sponsored in part by the research GHUM-693
and the Ministry of Science and Innovation of Spdihe workshop focused
on two main topics. The first was a discussionhaf difficulties associated
with a detailed description of metonymy and theal@wment of a typology
of metonymy. The second one was titibtetonymy at, under, and above the
lexicon and was very broad and open to contributions feomy interested
scholars. The following researchers presented firedings and reflections
on metonymy: Antonio Barcelona (University of Cdodo Spain), John
Barnden and Mihaela Popa (University of BirminghadK), Margarida
Basilio (Pontificia Universidade Catolica do Rio daneiro, Brazil), Ewa
Biernacka (The Open University, Milton Keynes, UKlga Blanco Carrién
(University of Cordoba, Spain), Andrea Coles-Bjgumiversity of Oregon,
USA), Ingrid Lossius Falkum (University of Oslo, Nway), Isabel
Herndndez Gomariz (University of Cordoba, Spainpss$ella Pannain
(University of Naples “L’Orientale”, Italy), SusaRyland (University for the
Creative Arts, UK), Karina Ivett Verdin Amaro (Automous University of
Queretaro and Autonomous University of Nayarit).daidnally, there were
two presentations during the conference (apart ftbenworkshop papers)
that dealt with metonymy. Sylwia Wojciechowska (AdaMickiewicz
University, Pozna, Poland) showed metaphor-metonymy interplay in
expressions usingpand. Sandra Handl (University of Munich, Germany)
stated that underspecified metonymic meanings @eetdmanifestations of
our perceptual preferences and frequently emplayedtural discourse.
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On 9" September the conference dinner took place atg@nden,
allowing guests to enjoy delicious food and excleaitgas and impressions
after the second day of the festival.

An excursion to runic inscriptions was part of gwxial programme
of the conference that took place on Saturday radtar. Thanks to sunny
weather the participants were able to admire theergrandscapes of the
outskirts of Stockholm and enjoy a rest after thieé working days of the
conference.
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