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SUBJECTIVE AND OBJECTIVE PERSPECTIVES OF PERSONAL IDENTITY

IN A CONTEMPORARY WORLD

Summary. The article is a theoretical review of former and actual conceptions of 
personal identity that after Seymour Epstein (1991) may be concerned from two 

manner of self-experiencing and displays in identity senses, such as – for exam-
ple – sense of self-continuity, sense of distinctiveness from other people, or sense 
of self-unity (that are more characteristic for traditional identity) and sense of 
self-openness, sense of inner variability, sense of self-changeability (that are more 
characteristic for so called  identity). The literature gives many elements of 

elements and to propose some kind of grouping them depending on socio-cul-
tural context of individual’s living. The propose of grouping of identity senses is 

-
tive perspective of personal identity is also presented, and as a conclusion there is 
a postulate to integrate in research on identity these two perspectives, especially in 
a context of contemporary world that is very varied, complex and dynamic.
Key words: personal identity, self-concept, self-experiencing, identity senses, 
self-knowledge

Wprowadzenie

self) na Ja 
podmiotowe (self as a knower) i Ja przedmiotowe (self as an object of knowledge), klasyk 
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Breakwell, 1986, 2010; Mandrosz-Wróblewska, 1988; Jarymowicz, 1989, 2002; 

2. -
go, jest niepowtarzalne (Maslow, 1954/2009; Snyder, Fromkin, 1980; Jarymo-
wicz, 1989, 2002, 2008; McAdams, 1989, 2001; Baumeister,  Muraven, 1996; Ko-

3.
i swoich charakterystykach od innych ludzi (James, 1892/2002; Breakwell, 1986, 
2010; Mandrosz-Wróblewska, 1988; Jarymowicz, 1989, 2002; Vignoles i in., 2006; 

4. -
-

5. -
akwell, 1986, 2010; Baumeister, Newman, 1994; Vignoles i in., 2006; Kozielecki, 

6. -
cunek dla samego siebie (Skarga, 1997; Obuchowski, 2000, 2001; Steuden, 2006; 

7. -
wald, Pratkanis, 1988; Baumgardner, 1990; Bauman, 2007; Chen i in., 2007; Gid-
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16.
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Ross, 2008) (Erikson, 1968; Mandrosz-Wróblewska, 1988; McAdams, 1989, 2001; 

2010).
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do jedynie jednej z jej perspektyw.
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