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Summary. Considering the importance of active citizenship, the goal of the pres-
ent research was to identify meaningful predictors of intentions to participate in 

-

Key words -

-

over the last decades. An integral part of active citizenship is political participation. 

of political participation. While the former includes traditional means of involve-
-

politics (i.e., taking part in demonstrations, volunteering for charity; cf. Barnes et al., 

de 
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-

adulthood are critical and formative periods for political development, since young 

-

life is of particular importance.
One prominent theoretical approach that allows for a thorough investigation of 

individual characteristics. Hence, in response to the question of what keeps young 
-

 Other socio-structural 
-

-

-

these, the family and peer group are of particular relevance. This was supported 
-
-

-

involved in organizational networks (Youniss, Yates, 1997; Smith, 1999; McFarland, 

-
-
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-

-
-

-
-

amined its three main predictors either as independent units or in additive designs. 
Thus, even though previous research has shown that the CVM is a valid frame-

-

Eventually, this should result in a higher readiness to participate in politics. 

Current Study

-
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-

-

Study 1

Method

Sample. The empirical data of Study 1 were taken from a more comprehen-

1. Participating schools 

-
th grade, n th grade, n th grade, n

SD
n

girls
 = 379, 53.8%; n  

n 
track (n

Measures. 

group, work for a student council, vote in elections, demonstrate, donate mon-

and unconventional forms of participation. Given the scope of activities taken into 

-

1
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-

First, school track (0 = lower track, 1 = higher track  
(1 = no degree, 2 = 9th grade, 3 = 10th grade, 4 = high school diploma, 5 = university degree
were considered as indicators of educational resources. Second, the amount of po-

-

to participate in politics”; Fischer, Kohr, 2002; not 
a member, 1 = member

the chance to participate in politics”; Fischer, Kohr, 2002; -
ferently, response options ranged from 1 = I do not agree at all to 4 = I totally agree. 
Finally, age and gender (0 = male, 1 = female

Procedure
Mplus 6 

-
signed to parcels according to their factor loadings so that each parcel had a similar 

-

-

-
-

-
N

Samples
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N

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11

1.  Intentions to part. in politics – 
premeasure

–

2. Intentions to participate in politics .56*** –

.43*** .53*** –

.34*** .54*** .26*** –

5. Political discussions .50*** .48*** .69*** .23*** –

.19** .34*** .02 .74*** .09 –

.18** .16** -.01 .01 .03 .01 –

8. School track .13* .19** -.01 .05 .06 .01 .01 –

9. Parental education .14** .13* .11* .03 .17** .07 -.04. .33*** –

10. Age .04 .07 .04 .14** .26*** .03 -.07 .16** .16** –

11. Gender .16** .10* -.27*** .04 -.16** .11* .06 .10* .10* -.01 –

Mean 2.37 2.41 2.36 2.92 2.60 2.81 0.39 0.68 3.09 15.34 0.54

SD 0.51 0.55 0.69 0.62 0.72 0.58 0.49 0.46 1.07 1.22 0.50

Range 1-4 1-4 1-4 1-4 1-4 1-4 0-1 0-1 1-5 10-19 0-1 

* p < .05; ** p < .01; *** p < .001 
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Results

-

covariates – age and gender – were taken into account. Correlations among the pre-

N p = .004, CFI = .976, TLI = .951, RMSEA = .033, and 

SE = .11, p
SE = .10, p

SE = .06, p
SE = .05, 

p
SE = .05, p

SE = .05, p

age
 = -.02, SE = .05, p

gender
 = .07,  

SE = .05, p

-
-

N 
= 88.22, p = .000, CFI = 0.985, TLI = 0.972, RMSEA = .039, and SRMR = .025. When 

SE = .08, 
p SE = .09, p -

SE = .07, p
SE = .10, p

-

SE = .06, p

SE = .07, p = .001; 95%CI [0.08, 0.28]; 

SE = .02, p = .001, 95%CI [0.02, 0.09]; 22.58% of 

individual characteristics. More precisely, while school track predicted young peo-
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SE = .04, p
SE = .01, p = .240; 95%CI [-0.01, 

SE = .01, 
p

indicates2. 

Figure 1.
tion model predicting changes in intentions to participate in politics from resourc-

(Study 1, N
Note.
* p < .05; ** p < .01; *** p < .001 

Discussion

Based on the assumptions of the civic voluntarism model, the present research 

2

p



strona 173

-

-

-

-

-

-
tional and unconventional forms of participation. Moreover, this study focused on 

-
-
 

-

-
amined age group or forms of political participation. In order to address some of 
these questions in more detail, we conducted a second study that focused on young 

Study 2

Method

Sample. Data from Study 2 were derived from a longitudinal survey on po-
litical orientations in young adulthood. Students from a medium-sized university 

3 were surveyed over a period 

n = 293, 

3 -

Abitur grades (high 
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n
mean age was 21.79 years (SD
students (n -

M = 4.00, SD
-

Measures. 

-

-
-

were the amount of political discussions with others (4-item-scale; e.g., ”I often 
 

not a member, 1 = member
-

male,  
1 = female
from 1 = I do not agree at all to 6 = I totally agree. 



stro
n

a 175

N

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

1.  Intentions to part. in 
politics – premeasure

–

2.  Intentions to participate in 
politics

.70*** –

.63*** .73*** –

.50*** .64*** .42*** –

5. Political discussions .52*** .65*** .69*** .38*** –

.41*** .52*** .44*** .74*** .52*** –

.26*** .16** .18*** .19*** .20*** .17** –

8. Parental education -.03 -.02 .06 -.02 -.01 .07 .04 –

9. Age .09 .12* -.05 -.06 .02 -.11* .02 -.07 –

10. Gender -.22*** -.23*** -.44*** -.12* -.26*** -.06 -.07 -.07 -.03 –

Mean 2.71 3.29 3.58 4.17 3.47 3.54 0.28 4.01 21.79 0.67

SD 1.12 1.07 1.16 0.84 1.16 1.04 0.45 .88 2.54 0.47

Range 1-6 1-6 1-6 1-6 1-6 1-6 1-6 2-5 17-33 0-1

* p < .05; ** p < .01; *** p < .001
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Results

As in Study 1, latent structural equation modeling was applied. Again, we used 
-

-

 
N p = .016, CFI = .987, TLI = .973, 

-
SE = .06, p

SE = .06, p  
SE = .08, p -

SE = .04, p
SE = .04, p

age
 = .06, SE = .04, p = .121; 

gender
 = -.04, SE = .05, p

-

N p = .006, CFI = 0.989, TLI = 0.982, RMSEA = .039, 

 = .32, SE = .07, p  
= .30, SE = .08, p -

SE = .06,  
p -

SE = .09, p

SE = .05, 
p

SE = .07, p  

4.

4

 

p .
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Figure 2.
tion model predicting changes in intentions to participate in politics from resourc-

(Study 2, N

* p < .05; ** p < .01; *** p < .001

Discussion

to address this issue in more detail, future studies should take a more thorough 
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political activities.
Similar to Study 1, neither parental education, which was included as an in-

-

-

active citizenship, which is, after all, an essential part of a vital democracy. It was 

-

-
-
-

-

-
tal democratic principles – such as negotiating and compromising (Torney-Purta  

-
-

-

to their social environment. That is, on their way to active citizenship they seek ap-

political activities or providing opportunities to get in contact with politically en-
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in our sample of adolescent high school students as well as in our sample of young 

-
ent forms of political participation, lending additional value to our study. Yet, our 

-

further research using identical instruments across studies is needed.
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Empirically, however, we found no evidence for this assumption given the predom-

also comprise material aspects, such as income or occupational status. The avail-

carried out among high school as well as university students from the federal state 
-
-

-
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mediation processes operate in the opposite direction. That is, internal political ef-

Likewise, young people who consider political activism as important might project 

-

intentions to participate in politics at the previous measurement point. Therefore, 
this kind of modeling still provided more information than traditional cross-sec-

only their readiness to do so.

-

-
ter understanding of the processes underlying intentions to participate in politics is 
of particular importance, as it might provide some answers to the frequently raised 
question of what keeps young p

References

Constructing a TPB questionnaire: Conceptual and methodological con-
siderations -
surement.pdf

Psycholog-
ical Review, 64,

-
unteerism model. Social Science Quarterly, 

Barnes, S.H., Kaase,  K.R., Farah, B.G., Heunks, F., Ingelhart, R., Jen-
Political ac-

Beverly Hills, CA: Sage. 
Structural equation modeling with EQS: Basic concepts, applications, 

and programming



strona 181

-
ters political engagement among adolescents. Political Behavior, 

Handbook of child psychology 
Wiley. 

International Jour-
nal of Behavioral Development, 

An introduction to the bootstrap
Chapman & Hall. 

 
ZUMA Informationssystem. Elektronisches Handbuch 

Sozialwissenschaftlicher Erhebungsinstrumente -

-
volvement in community activities. Journal of Research on Adolescence, 10, 29-48, 

Deutschland in Europa: Ergebnisse des European Social Survey 2002- 
-2003

-
an countries

 
Handbook on teaching social issues  

Theory and Research in Social Educa-
tion, 

-
line civic engagement among adolescents and young adults from three ethnic 
groups. Journal of Youth and Adolescence
9805-4

Orientierungen Jugendlicher in Ost- und West-Berlin [Between engagement, 

Die Jugend von heute: Selbstanspruch, 

Entwicklung politischer Handlungsorientierungen im Jugendalter: 
[The development of po-

Jahrbuch 



strona 182

Jugendforschung 8

Structural Equation Mod-
eling, 

Communication Research, 27, 259- 

-
American Sociological Review, 71, 

Dissertation 
Abstracts International

Mplus user’s guide: Sixth edition. Los Ange-

the 1988 national election study. American Political Science Review, 85, 1407-1413, 

-
eranz Jugendlicher 

-
-

Citizenship education. Theory – research – practice 

-
Journal of Community Psychology, 

Handbook of research methods in social and personality 
psychology. 

Dissertation 
Abstracts International

Journal of 
Youth and Adolescence, 

 
Oxford handbook of political psychology 

International Journal of Behavioral Development, 
478



strona 183

-
Political 

Psychology, 
 

Youth activism: 
An international encyclopedia

Journal of Research on Adolescence, 21, 

Citizenship and edu-
cation in twenty-eight countries: Civic knowledge at age fourteen. Amsterdam, The 

-
Personality and Individu-

Voice and equality. Civic voluntarism in 
American politics

-
The social 

logic of politics: Personal networks as contexts for political behavior -

invariance” hypothesis and political socialization. Political Psychology, 20, 477- 

Contempo-
rary Educational Psychology, 

Journal of Research on 
Adolescence

Community service and social responsibility in youth. Chi-

-
Applied Develop-

mental Science, 


